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Something we all can benefit from – received via email recently -  Larry 
The Old Man and the Dog  
  

 "Watch out! You nearly broad-sided that car!" My father yelled at me. "Can't you do anything right?"  

Those words hurt worse than blows. I turned my head toward the elderly man in the seat beside me, daring me to 

challenge him. A lump rose in my throat as I averted my eyes. I wasn't prepared for another battle. "I saw the car, 

Dad . Please don't yell at me when I'm driving..." My voice was measured and steady, sounding far calmer than I 

really felt.  

 Dad glared at me, then turned away and settled back. At home I left Dad in front of the television and went 

outside to collect my thoughts.... Dark, heavy clouds hung in the air with a promise of rain. The rumble of distant 

thunder seemed to echo my inner turmoil. What could I do about him?  

  Dad had been a lumberjack in Washington and Oregon. He had enjoyed being outdoors and had reveled in 

pitting his strength against the forces of nature. He had entered grueling lumberjack competitions, and had placed 

often. The shelves in his house were filled with trophies that attested to his prowess.   

 The years marched on relentlessly. The first time he couldn't lift a heavy log, he joked about it; but later that 

same day I saw him outside alone, straining to lift it. He became irritable whenever anyone teased him about his 

advancing age, or when he couldn't do something he had done as a younger man. Four days after his sixty-seventh 

birthday, he had a heart attack. An ambulance sped him to the hospital while a paramedic administered CPR to keep 

blood and oxygen flowing.  

 At the hospital, Dad was rushed into an operating room. He was lucky; he survived. But something inside 

Dad died. His zest for life was gone. He obstinately refused to follow doctor's orders. Suggestions and offers of help 

were turned aside with sarcasm and insults. The number of visitors thinned; then finally stopped altogether. Dad was 

left alone.....  

 My husband, Dick, and I asked Dad to come live with us on our small farm. We hoped the fresh air and 

rustic atmosphere would help him adjust. Within a week after he moved in, I regretted the invitation. It seemed 

nothing was satisfactory. He criticized everything I did. I became frustrated and moody. Soon I was taking my pent-

up anger out on Dick. We began to bicker and argue.   

 Alarmed, Dick sought out our pastor and explained the situation. The clergyman set up weekly counseling 

appointments for us. At the close of each session he prayed, asking God to soothe Dad's troubled mind. But the 

months wore on and God was silent. Something had to be done and it was up to me to do it. The next day I sat down 

with the phone book and methodically called each of the mental health clinics listed in the Yellow Pages. I explained 

my problem to each of the sympathetic voices that answered in vain. Just when I was giving up hope, one of the 

voices suddenly exclaimed, "I just read something that might help you! Let me go get the article..."  

 I listened as she read. The article described a remarkable study done at a nursing home. All of the patients 

were under treatment for chronic depression. Yet their attitudes had improved dramatically when they were given 

responsibility for a dog.  

 I drove to the animal shelter that afternoon. After I filled out a questionnaire, a uniformed officer led me to 

the kennels. The odor of disinfectant stung my nostrils as I moved down the row of pens. Each contained five to 

seven dogs. Long-haired dogs, curly-haired dogs, black dogs, spotted dogs all jumped up, trying to reach me. I 

studied each one but rejected one after the other for various reasons too big, too small, too much hair. As I neared the 

last pen a dog in the shadows of the far corner struggled to his feet, walked to the front of the run and sat down. It 

was a pointer, one of the dog world's aristocrats. But this was a caricature of the breed. Years had etched his face and 
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muzzle with shades of gray. His hip bones jutted out in lopsided triangles. But it was his eyes that caught and held 

my attention. Calm and clear, they beheld me unwaveringly.  I pointed to the dog. "Can you tell me about him?" 

 The officer looked, then shook his head in puzzlement... "He's a funny one. Appeared out of nowhere and sat in 

front of the gate. We brought him in, figuring someone would be right down to claim him. That was two weeks ago 

and we've heard nothing. His time is up tomorrow." He gestured helplessly.  

 As the words sank in I turned to the man in horror. "You mean you're going to kill him?" "Ma'am," he said 

gently, "that's our policy. We don't have room for every unclaimed dog." I looked at the pointer again. The calm 

brown eyes awaited my decision. "I'll take him," I said.  

 I drove home with the dog on the front seat beside me.. When I reached the house I honked the horn twice. I 

was helping my prize out of the car when Dad shuffled onto the front porch. "Ta-da! Look what I got for you, Dad!" 

I said excitedly.  

 Dad looked, then wrinkled his face in disgust. "If I had wanted a dog I would have gotten one. And I would 

have picked out a better specimen than that bag of bones. Keep it! I don't want it" Dad waved his arm scornfully and 

turned back toward the house.  

 Anger rose inside me. It squeezed together my throat muscles and pounded into my temples. "You'd better 

get used to him, Dad... He's staying!" Dad ignored me. "Did you hear me, Dad?" I yelled. At those words Dad 

whirled angrily, his hands clenched at his sides, his eyes narrowed and blazing with hate.  

 We stood glaring at each other like duelists, when suddenly the pointer pulled free from my grasp. He 

wobbled toward my dad and sat down in front of him. Then slowly, carefully, he raised his paw...   

 Dad's lower jaw trembled as he stared at the uplifted paw. Confusion replaced the anger in his eyes. The 

pointer waited patiently. Then Dad was on his knees hugging the animal. It was the beginning of a warm and 

intimate friendship. Dad named the pointer Cheyenne. Together he and Cheyenne explored the community. They 

spent long hours walking down dusty lanes. They spent reflective moments on the banks of streams, angling for tasty 

trout. They even started to attend Sunday services together, Dad sitting in a pew and Cheyenne lying quietly at is 

feet.  

 Dad and Cheyenne were inseparable throughout the next three years. Dad's bitterness faded, and he and 

Cheyenne made many friends. Then late one night I was startled to feel Cheyenne's cold nose burrowing through our 

bed covers. He had never before come into our bedroom at night. I woke Dick, put on my robe and ran into my 

father's room. Dad lay in his bed, his face serene. But his spirit had left quietly sometime during the night.  

 Two days later my shock and grief deepened when I discovered Cheyenne lying dead beside Dad's bed. I 

wrapped his still form in the rag rug he had slept on.  As Dick and I buried him near a favorite fishing hole, I silently 

thanked the dog for the help he had given me in restoring Dad's peace of mind.   

 The morning of Dad's funeral dawned overcast and dreary. This day looks like the way I feel, I thought, as I 

walked down the aisle to the pews reserved for family. I was surprised to see the many friends Dad and Cheyenne 

had made filling the church. The pastor began his eulogy. It was a tribute to both Dad and the dog who had changed 

his life. And then the pastor turned to Hebrews 13:2. "Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this 

some have entertained angels without knowing it. I've often thanked God for sending that angel," he said.  

 For me, the past dropped into place, completing a puzzle that I had not seen before:  the sympathetic voice 

that had just read the right article, Cheyenne's unexpected appearance at the animal shelter, his calm acceptance and 

complete devotion to my father, and the proximity of their deaths. And suddenly I understood. I knew that God had 

answered my prayers after all. Life is too short for drama or petty things, so laugh hard, love truly and forgive 

quickly. Live While You Are Alive. Forgive now those who made you cry. You might not get a second time.   

 Share this with someone. Lost time can never be found.  

 God answers our prayers in His time...not ours
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PAGES 

 

INTERGENERATIONAL FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
 

WOW!  We REALLY do have an exciting summer planned for WPUCC! As we Follow Jesus on a life 
changing adventure, and you’re invited to join in!!! We kick off with the “Follow Me” All church Retreat, 
A Fellowship Swim Party, then Regional Youth Event, Son Quest Vacation Bible School which we will 
rejoice with the new Celebrations Extravaganza of Mission & Mission in July with a concert weekend, 
then the Kentucky Mission trip! West Park UCC is the place to be!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

You’re Invited to Join in the Fun! - A Swim Party  Rain or Shine! 
Swim into Summer Event for youth and their families! 

What a wonderful opportunity for our younger children of WPUCC (Preschool - 5th grade) with 

their parents, grandparents, aunt, uncles etc. & friends. 
 

When: Sunday, June 6th @ 1:30 

Where: At Middleburg Heights Community Center 

16000 Bagley Rd. Middleburg Hts. 

We will swim at their indoor swimming facilities 
 

Cost is only $4 a person or $12 per families. 
 

We will be Sharing Pizza and refreshments.   It is going to be a Splish- Splashing Time!  

Hope you can make it! 
 

PLEASE USE THE SIGN UP SHEET (OUTSIDE OF THE NURSERY)   SO WE CAN PLAN! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
 

Summer Learning Community  

We will start on June 27th ï September 5th 
Our focus this summer will be on the Parables. This program will be working hand and 

hand with this yearôs SONQUEST VBS program. 

westparkmswendy@sbcglobal.net 

L.I.G.H.T.  

Learning In God s̃ House Together  
“I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in shadows but will have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 
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HAPPY FATHERôS DAY! ~ June 20st 
 

Did you know?????? 
This June 20, talk about the elephant... 

From the Modern Dad’s Dilemma: How to stay connected with your kids in a rapidly changing 

world by John Badalament. He highly recommends having a conversation between fatherôs and 

their child(ren) on the following questions; ñWhat was your relationship like with your 

father?ò ñWhat was your childhood like?ò or ñWhat were you like at my age?ò Though 

children may not ask, children want and need their dadsô stories, even if they never knew who 

dad was. He calls it the elephant in the living room of child development: the missing stories of 

menôs lives, particularly menôs emotional lives. From the Best Practice portion of Spirituality & Health magazine. 
****************************************************************************************** 

THANK YOU TO ALL THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
FOR ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR!!!! 

 

ñLet your light shine out of darknessô 2 Cor. 4:6 
 

You are the Christian Leadership of our Faith Formation at West Park UCC. 
 

Jane Vogt ~ Nursery 
Holly Sinnema ~ Beginners/Preschool 

Jen Hreochick/ Patti & Ken Jacko~ Kindergarten/1st Grade 
Debbie Lamb & Debbie Miller ~ Elementary Grades 2nd ï 5th 

Cheryl Barhelman & Mary Kay Fratoe ~ Jr. High Grades 6th ï8th 
Dan Moreland & Lisa Gibson ~ Sr. High 9th- 12th 

Robin Jessen ~ Adult Bible Study 
 

A BIG ROUND OF APPLAUSE OF THANKS TO  
Margaret Houser  

She is retiring from teaching a L.I.G.H.T. class for our faith formation program. 
Margaret is an amazing woman with a heart of generosity; a spirit filled with Christ, a 

true treasure of WPUCC. We will miss her! Blessings & Love in all you do! 
 

Our Teacherôs appreciation breakfast will be on June 13th at Geneôs Place. 

 

 
Congratulations to all the graduates, we will be honoring them 

on Sunday, June 6
th

. 
You make us so proud to be your Church Home! 

Nicole Jessen & Chris Zmina 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010 
SonQuest Rainforest VBS 

Follow Jesus on a Life Changing Adventure! 

 
 

JULY 12
th

 - 16
th   

5:45 - 8 :00 PM 
Registration and Volunteer forms ARE ON THE CARING  & SHARING TABLE. 

 

“At SonQuest Rainforest your kids will follow Jesus on a life-changing journey! Children will have a great time 

singing songs, watching skits, creating crafts and playing games. But most important, they’ll learn about how 

much God loves them and that He gave us His Word to show us the best way to live. We’re looking forward to 

sharing this exciting event with the children and parents in our neighborhood. 

 We hope they will all join us at SonQuest Rainforest.” 
 

Remember, adults can stay @ VBS for Christian conversations 

with Pastor Larry featuring a different NOOMA video each night. 
 

PLEASE Check the VBS board in the Narthex for requests for supplies.  
They need to be turned in by July 4th.  

Thank you for your donations & cooperation!  

 
*****************Attention VBS Volunteers****************** 

HELP!  S.O.S. HELP! S.O.S. HELP!  S.O.S. HELP! S.O.S. HELP!  S.O.S. HELP! S.O.S. 

We need support, volunteers and prayers to help with this yearôs VBS 

Please ATTEND A TRAINING SESSION for VBS on June 26
th

 at 10am 
 

If you cannot make it the meeting, please make arrangements 
for all the details on your assignment 

Thank you in advance for all your hard work! 



West Park-O-Gram                __     _    __      _          JUNE 2010 _____                       _        Volume 57 Number 6 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Published by West Park United Church of Christ, 3909 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland, OH 44111 

- 6 – 

 

 

REJOICE AT THE 

CELEBRATION EXTRAVANGAZA 

FOR MISSION & MUSIC 

ALL ARE INVITED…Young, old and in between   !!!!! 

West Park UCC will be having 2 Concerts! Unbelievable! Wow! 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILYé EVERYBODY 
 

SHELTERED REALITY 

  
 
 

Music with Meaning!  - A 
National Drum Group 

 
 July 17th  ~ Saturday  

Doors open 6:00pm  
Concert starts @ 6:30 

 

Mission supporting 
Mi ssion  

$ FREE WILL OFFERING $  
ALSO Available, Music CDôS for 

Donations 

 

FROM OUR KAMMôS CORNER 

ARTS PROGRAM 

Sunday, July 18th  ~ 3:00pm  

A concert from the  

Fairview Park Community 
Band  

to benefit  
Joyful Noise Music School  . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH AND FAMILY EVENTS ï MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

June 2010 

Sun. June 6
th

 ~ Graduation Sunday 

     Swim Party 1:30 pm 

Wed. June 9
th

 ~ Strawberry Social ï 5:30 -7:30 

Sun. June 13
th

 ~ L.I.G.H.T. Teacher Recognition  

     Breakfast 

June 16
th

 ï June 20
th

 ~ Regional Youth Event 

Sun. June 20
t
 ~ Church Picnic / Fatherôs Day 

Thurs. June 24
th

 ~ Alive Fest $37 Time TBA 

July 2010 

Sat. July 3
rd

 ~ Parade (We need you!) 

July 12-16 ~ VBS SonQuest 5:45- 8:00 pm 

Sat. July 17 ~ Sheltered Reality Concert Event  

  6:00pm 

Sun. July 18 ~ Joyful Noise Concert 3:00pm 

July 31
st
ï Aug. 7

th
ï Ky. Mission Trip 
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A big Thanks to all who came to the May work morning! – Bob Arcuri, Bryan Hrehocik, Pat Rust, Ruth Finley, 

Jeff Dobransky, Félix Miranda, Dennis McCormack.  Join us for the next work morning, June 12, 9:00 – noon! 

 

Thank you to all my church family and friends for the beautiful cards, thoughts & prayers, and phone calls 

during my time in the hospital and during my recuperation at home.  ï Elaine Barry 

 

Thank you to everyone for your cards, prayers, visits, and kind thoughts during my extended illness and 

recuperation.  It was so nice to know that my church family cares for me so much.  Thanks also to Rev. Craig 

for his visits.  Sincerely, Gloria Connor 
 

OUR LECTIONARY FOR JUNE – Pink Envelope will be Strengthen the Church 
 

June  6 ï Second Sunday after Pentecost  ï Worship, Communion, and L.I.G.H.T, Graduate  & Teacher 

Recognition, Coffee Hour  

I Kings 17:8-24, Psalm 146; Galatians 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17 
 

June  13 ï Third Sunday after Pentecost  ï Worship & L.I.G .H.T., Board & Committee Meetings  

I Kings 21:1-21a; Psalms Psalm 5:1-8; Galatians 2:15-21; Luke 7:36 ï 8:3 
 

June  20 ï Fourth  Sunday  after Pentecost , Church Picnic Worship  & Lunch @ North Olmsted Park  
I Kings 19:1-15a; Psalms 42 & 43; Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39 
 

June  25 ï Fifth Sunday  after Pentecost  ï Worship & Summer Learning Community  

II Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77:1-2,11-20; Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62 
 

 

West Park United Church of Christ Pictorial for 2010 
 

The Board of Deaconesses and I have contracted with LifeTouch Corporation to produce our church pictorial 

for 2010.  We have new individual picture dates: June 15
th

 and 16
th

, and August 6
th

 and 7
th..

  We will start 

signing up on May 16
th

.   We also hope that some of our college bound members will be in town so they can 

participate with their families as well.  I will be in touch with all the committees and boards to set up times that 

I can come to take pictures of these groups.  Although I have quite a few pictures, I will be looking for 

contributions from others who have pictures of events that I did not attend.  If you have any questions, please 

get in touch with me.  ~Patti Jacko 

 
FRIENDSHIP GUILD 

In July and August there will be no meetings of the Guild but we'll open the Fall Season with our 
bountiful Salad Luncheon.  Mark your calendar now for WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 so you won't 
miss the buffet of a lifetime.  Bring a guest and your favorite salad. 
 The "Sewing Angels" have taken a leap of faith and announced the new goal they've set for 2010 for 
puppets for Fairview Hospital.  Their new goal is 150.  What joy these "Sewing Angels" and their 
puppets are bringing to sick children at the hospital. 
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IN TOUCH WITH ZION............ 
  

WPUCC and Zion have really been in touch.  In May a check for $100 was mailed to Zion from the 
profits from The Card Shoppe.  Since 2006 and including this check we have sent them a total of 
$1,355.  When you consider all the cards sell for $1.00 that's a lot of cards and an enormous amount 
of generosity on the part of our members. 
  

Patti Jacko has presented a proposal and plans for creating a beautiful garden in front of Zion.  The 
colors will brighten the area as never having been seen before.  Working with a couple of their men 
she will till the soil and plant the flowers.  With Patti's love of flowers and gift for creating lovely 
gardens it should renew and refresh the entrance to the church.  Patti hopes to make it self 
sustaining. 
  

Don't forget the outdoor rummage sale June 5 and 6 with spectacular bargains including a cookout 
and dancing in the street with a professional DJ.  Admission is $3.  You can pay $5 for a steak dinner 
and less for hot dogs and hamburgers.  Elaine's delicious soup will be available. 
  

West Park Golfers, why not get a group together for a golf outing on Monday, August 2 to not 
only golf but help raise funds for Zion's Hunger Center.  The cost is $75 which includes 
everything -18 hole greens fees, riding cart, lunch and prizes.  It will be held at Big Met. Call 
216-687-1357 by June 25 to sign up.  Have fun and help Zion. 

   
BOOK CLUB ð òHave a Little Faithó by Mitch Albom  is our next 
book.  You can check it out at your local library or purchase 
one for yourself to read, and then come to our discussion 
during the June 6 Coffee Hour!  Co ntact Robin Jessen for more 
information.  

 

FRIENDSHIP GUILD 
STRAWBERRY SOCIAL 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9, 2010 
  

The Strawberry Social will be from 5:30 - 7:30 PM Wednesday, June 9.  You will find this is the only 
fine dining in town that hasn't raised prices.  Tickets for 11 and up are $6, 4-10 $3.00 and 3 and under 
free.  Tickets are on sale in the Narthex and at the Coffee Hour.  Get yours early because they sell 
out quickly.  The Strawberry Crew will begin cleaning and cutting strawberries at 10:00 AM on June 9 
while the Table Setting Crew are preparing the tables.  The main course of Sloppy Joes and Hot 
Dogs will leave you begging for seconds and thirds.  And, of course, anything you select with 
strawberries will be delectable. 
  

Men, women and teenagers are invited to volunteer as waiters or waitresses or in the kitchen before 
and afterwards.  Please call Dolores Holliday (216-671-2620).  Even if you're not a Guild Member, 
your services will be appreciated.  If it turns out to be a spur of the moment decision we will welcome 
your talents then too. 
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Trash and Treasure Coming in September 2010 
  

The Trash and Treasure sale will be here before we know it.   If you have something that you would like to get 

out of your home, call Lynne and we will find a place for it at church.  Set aside a box and fill it with items for 

the Trash and Treasure Sale, which will be held on Thursday, Sept.  16 and Friday, Sept. 17.  As usual we will 

set up on Thursday, Sept. 9, and Friday, Sept. 10 and have a presale on Sunday, Sept. 12 after worship.  We will 

need your help with donations, preparation, clerking and clean up.   

Jewelry, antiques, collectibles, household goods, glassware, linens, hand and garden tools, furniture, CDs and 

DVDs, books, games, etc are usually good sellers.  All items must be in GOOD USEABLE condition.  We will 

not be selling undergarments, shoes, or ceiling light fixtures.  Clothing must be in clean, excellent condition.  

We are usually able to say that we have something for everyone. 

If you have any questions call Lynne Rice at 440-333-3605 or Lynne_Rice@ameritech.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Progress Report From The Treasurer ï Operating Budget 
 

   2010 Annual Operating Budget   $265,493.00 

   Required Income Per Week        $5,105.64 

    Avg. Recôd. Per Wk YTD 5/23                   $3,994.73 
 

    Required to date: thru.5/23                            $107,218.44 

    Received to date: thru.5/23    $  83,889.28 
 

    Received from Contributions        $  62,163.47 

    Received from all other sources.   $  21,725.81 
 

Income through May 23 has resulted in a deficit of $23,329.16 under the budget requirements. At the current rate of 

income, an additional funds transfer from the Endowment Fund was required in May.  

 

To maintain cash flow, $50,000.00 has been transferred to the Operating Fund from the Endowment Fund to date. This 

amount is not included in the income shown on the report. 

 

 

Congratulations to our newest members 
Our 2009-2010 Confirmands: 

Anthony Bostwick 

Joseph Gibson 

Rebecca Jessen 

Rosalyn Miranda 

Amara Sandoval 
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JUNE  
BIRTHDAYS  

 

 
 

1 Becky Miller 

3 Kelley Milligan 

 Deanna Nigro 

 Lynne Rice 

 Georgia Smith 

4 Muriel Seifert 

 Marcus Martin 

6 Brittany Arcuri 

 Louise Unterzuber 

7 Jessica Condosta 

 Diane Martin 

 Dan Moreland 

10 George White 

12 Dolores Holliday 

 Kathy Malanowski 

13 John Gibson 

 Mark Rust 

14 Elaine Barry 

 Deborah A. Lamb (daughter of Herb & Pauline)  

 

 

15 Wendy LeForge 

18 Grace Green 

 Nicole Jessen 

19 James Furry 

20 Lori Conley 

 Shannon Thayer 

 Evelyn Myers 

21 Shirley Berndsen 

 Judy Rogers 

 Christopher Zmina 

23 Amanda Salvino 

24 Rachel Gibson 

25 Ashley Lyons 

27 Bryan Dobransky 

 Ken Jacko 

28 Nancy Golden 

 Robert Rennette 

30 Dolly Szabo 

(Donôt forget to use your Birthday Envelopes!) 

 

WE DDING ANNIVERSARIES  of 40 Years or More  

Rev. William & Gloria Armstrong 06-07-1953 

Elmer & Judy Rogers 06-07-1958 

Richard & Lynne Rice 06-27-1969 

Jim & Liz Hutchings 06-27-1970 
Please call the church office if you are ever omitted  or if your birthday  is in correct .   

Also, if you have reached your 40 th  Wedding Anniversary, please let us know!  Thanks!  
 

Congratulations to:  
Lt. Col. Robert Krauss for receiving a Ph D. in Philosop hy of Aerospace Engineering from 

Virginia Tech.   Robert is the son of Kathy and To m Kraus.  
 

Jake Bonsell who made Deanôs List at Eastern Michigan University this past semester. 


