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I am sure we all have had the symptoms:  Moist, tear-

dropped eyes, shortness of breath, an unexpected 

silence or pause when speaking, the choked up 

feeling, a flutter in our heart; an inability at worship 

to say a word or phrase of words while singing a 

hymn or hearing the choir sing.  Emotions, at times, 

become overwhelming and persons who have 

experienced this phenomenon have asked me more 

recently than ever before, usually one or two 

questions.  They ask: 

Have I ever had such experiences myself?  I honestly 

respond, “Yes, more now than ever before.” 

What do I think is going on here?  I usually answer, 

“God is having his way with us, seeing if our heart is 

still warm and alive.  Brief as they are, and 

unpredictable as they are, I explain, these are good 

things.  These occurrences inform us that we are human after all; we do have a heart and it is in fine working 

order.” 

 

The summer is upon us, meaning that you will be doing things, like going to graduations and weddings, doing 

vacations and visiting parents, children and grandchildren, which for many offers opportunities where the year‟s 

other nine month‟s busyness make such visits difficult if not impossible.  So what is really going on here when 

that dam gives way and we are caught, both male and female, being flooded by a flow of such unexpected 

emotions?  The following story is one that I find offers the most reasonable and best answer to this proverbial 

question. 

 

 A grandfather took his grandson fishing on the pier.  He asked a thousand questions and the 

grandfather, with infinite patience, attempted to answer each one.  As the sun set, and they reeled in their lines 

and put up their tackle, the grandson asked one more question, “Grandpa, does anyone ever see God?”  The 

old man looked out at the deepening hues of the setting sun.  Then he looked into the face of his grandson, 

whom he loved beyond everything else in the world.  He thought of the wonderful time they had just spent 

together.  His eyes filled with tears.  “Son,” he said, “it‟s getting so I hardly see anything else.”   

 That is the way it is for me.  I suspect it‟s that way for everybody when we grow older and become more 

sensitive to everything around us.  It is the gift that comes with age.  And when it comes, we find that it‟s what 

we‟ve been waiting for all our lives.  What did Jesus say to the thief on the cross? „Today, you shall be with me 

in Paradise.‟ Now, there is a tear in my eye, because I realize I‟m already in paradise!  

(John Killinger, Winter Solstice, [Crossroad Press: New York, 2005], p. 214) 

 

Have a blessed, wonderful and safe summer.  Enjoy the sunsets – they are precious and can remind us of life‟s 

many wonderful moments no matter what our age or where we find ourselves along the journey of life. 

 

Larry 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PAGES 

 

INTERGENERATIONAL FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
 

We are so excited again to be offering Vacation Bible School as an Intergeneration Family week 
adventure with something for the children and adults. Then on Saturday, July 17th we will close with 
Rockin´ Rainforest concert, closing program where the children will be the opening act for Sheltered 
Reality. Our youth group will be running the snack bar and they will be receiving the free will offering 
for their mission trip to Kentucky. Please show your support by inviting family and friends to this 
wonderful Event!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Summer Learning Community  

We will start on June 27th ï September 5th 
Our focus this summer will be on the Parables. This program will be working 

hand and hand with this yearôs SONQUEST VBS program.   
 

YOUTH AND FAMILY EVENTS ï MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

Kentucky Mission trip! - July 31
st
 ï August 7th 

Attention! Attention! Deadline to turn in Paperwork is July 11
th
.  

Please pick up your packet from Ms. Wendy if you‟re interested in attending this 

year‟s Mission Trip. 
 

July 2010 
Sat. July 3rd ~ Parade (We need you!) Join us in the Parade on July 3rd! 

July 12-17 ~ VBS SonQuest 5:45- 8:00pm 

Sat. July 17 ~ Sheltered Reality Concert Event 6:00pm 

Sun. July 18 ~ Joyfull Noise Concert 3:00pm 

July 31stð Aug. 7thð Ky. Mission Trip 

Enjoy your Summer! 

westparkmswendy@sbcglobal.net 

L.I.G.H.T.  

Learning In God s̃ House Together  
“I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in shadows but will have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010 
SonQuest Rainforest VBS 

Follow Jesus on a Life Changing Adventure! 

 
 

JULY 12
th

 - 17
th   

5:45 - 8:00 PM 
Monday ï Friday with our Closing program on Saturday with 

Sheltered Reality! 
Registration and Volunteer forms ARE ON THE CARING  & SHARING TABLE. 

 

 “At SonQuest Rainforest your kids will follow Jesus on a life-changing journey! Children will have a great 

time singing songs, watching skits, creating crafts and playing games. But most important, they‟ll learn about 

how much God loves them and that He gave us His Word to show us the best way to live. We‟re looking forward 

to sharing this exciting event with the children and parents in our neighborhood.  

 We hope they will all join us at SonQuest Rainforest.ó 
 

Remember, adults can stay @ VBS for Christian conversations  

with Pastor Larry featuring a differen t NOOMA video each night.  
 

PLEASE Check the VBS board in the Narthex for requests for supplies.  
They need to be turned in by July 4th. 

For snacks we need Popsicles, gummy worms, ice cream, Oreo cookies, cream cheese, 
crackers, olives, cheese, edible coins, cookies and some assorted fruit. 

 

Ca$h donations are always appreciated! !!! 
Thank you for your donations & cooperation! J 

 

*****************Attention VBS Volunteers****************** 
HELP!  S.O.S. HELP! S.O.S. HELP!  S.O.S. HELP! S.O.S. HELP!  S.O.S. HELP! S.O.S. 

We need support, volunteers and prayers to help with this yearôs VBS 

C.E. Board will be decorating on Saturday, July 10th during Work Morning 



West Park-O-Gram                __     _             JULY AUGUST 2010 _____                   _        Volume 57 Number 7 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Published by West Park United Church of Christ, 3909 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland, OH 44111 

- 4 – 

 

 

REJOICE AT THE 

CELEBRATION EXTRAVANGAZA 

FOR MISSION & MUSIC 

ALL ARE INVITEDéYoung, old and in between J  !!!!! 

West Park UCC will be having 2 Concerts! Unbelievable! Wow! 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILYé EVERYBODYJ 
 

SHELTERED REALITY 

  
 
 

Music with Meaning!  - A 
National Drum Group 

They are a National Drum Group that 
employs the power of music to 

engage and motivate audiences to 
make positive changes both in 

themselves and the world they live in. 
Through stoires of hardship and 

triumph, as well as a sequence of 
Steps of Success, SR teaches 

personal empowerment and character 
building and then encourages the 
application of these abilities to its 

primary focus of advocacy for youth in 
crisis. 

 
 July 17th  ~ Saturday  

Doors open 6:00pm  
Concert starts @ 6:30 

 

Mission supporting 
Mission  

$ FREE WILL OFFERING $  
ALSO Available, Music CDôS for 

Donations 

 

FROM OUR KAMM‟S CORNER 

ARTS PROGRAM 

Sunday, July 18th  ~ 3:00pm  

A concert from the  

Fairview Park Community 
Band  

to benefit  
Joyful Noise Music School  . 
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Thank you to everyone who went to the All Church retreat on May 28-30.  It was an amazing time.  I can't wait 

„til next year.  Robin Jessen 

 

COFFEE HOUR Thank you! 
 

Ken and Patti Jacko thank everyone for their help at Coffee Hour.        

Thank you so much to all our helpers and bakers. Many hands made fast work.   

We„re taking a break for Punch on the Porch in July and August.  We‟ll see you September 

5
th

.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 330-220-2213.   ~Patti Jacko 

 

OUR LECTIONARY FOR JU LY & AUGUST 
 ð Pink Envelope will be July - Zion UCC  Aug - Conf Center/Templed Hills   
 

July  4 ï Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  ï Worship, Communion, & Summer Learning Community   

       Punch on the Porch  
II Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; Galatians 6:1-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 

July  11 ï Seventh  Sunday after Pentecost  ï Worship &  Summer Learning Community, Punch on the 

Porch  
Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82; Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 
 

July 18  ï Eigh th  Sunday  after Pentecost , Worship &  Summer Learning Community, Punch on the Porch  

Board & Committee Meetings  
Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52; Colossians 1:15-28; Luke 10:38-42 
 

July  25 ï Nin th Sunday  after Pentecost  ï Worship & Summer Learning Community , Punch on the Porch  

Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85; Colossians 2:6-19; Luke 11:1-13 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

August 1 ï Tenth Sunday after Pent ecost ï Worship, Communion, & Summer Learning Community   
      Punch on the Porch  

Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9, 43; Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 
 

August 8 ï Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost ï Worship & Summer Learning Community,   
      Punch on the Porc h 

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 
 

August 15 ï Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, Worship &  Summer Learning Community, Punch on the  
       Porch, Board & Committee Meetings  

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19; Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56 
 

August 2 2 ï Thirteen th Sunday after Pentecost  ï Worship & Summer Learning Community  
      Punch on the Porch  

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17 
August 29  ï Fourteent h Sunday after Pentecost  ï Worship &  Summer Learning Community  

      Punch on the Porch  

Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 
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FRIENDSHIP GUILD 
STRAWBERRY SOCIAL IN REVIEW 

2010 
  

Wednesday, June 9 was a festive and tasty occasion.  105 "guests "came to dinner and left us with a 
profit of $350.  The Sloppy Joes and Hot Dogs were delicious.  The show pieces of the whole meal, 
however, were the strawberries--beautiful, sweet, ripe red and served in abundant portions by Rachel 
and Joe Gibson.  Dolores Holliday, President of the Guild, put out a call for helpers and was rewarded 
by the surprise of her life because so many of you volunteered and helped to make it a success. 
  

Ponder this thought!!  No more Guild meetings until Fall but why not join us at our regular meetings 
beginning again on September 8 at noon with our bountiful Salad Buffet.  For our Grand Finale for the 
year come to our Christmas Luncheon Wednesday, December 8 at noon.  Come early and shop at 
the "Like New Tables" and other gift tables.  It will give you a head start on Christmas shopping. 
  

If you're free the second Wednesday of any and every month (except for July and August) do come 
and join us.  We collect pennies for the church (they add up fast), quarters for Pete the Pig (for the 
Leprosy Foundation) and cards at The Card Shoppe are on sale..  Plus Nancy Krueger arranges for 
interesting speakers and programs for our meetings.  We meet at 10 AM to sew puppets for children 
at Fairview Hospital and then a Brown Bag Lunch at noon.  Delicious desserts and beverages are 
served by volunteer hostesses.  Needless to say, one of the best things about our meetings is being 
together for the wonderful sociability and fellowship. 
 

IN TOUCH WITH ZION............ 
S.O.S. FROM THE ANIMALS AT ZION 

  

The dogs and cats at Zion are still looking for food.  A lot of the people in that area will feed their dog 
and cat companions even before they will feed themselves so perhaps we can lend them a helping 
hand.  They appreciate your concern and generosity. 
Their rummage sale and cookout went well on June 5 with lots of "treasures" sold and some extra 
good food eaten.  USDA has mandated that all agencies have more information on their volunteers.  
Beginning in July we volunteers at Zion will be asked to fill out a form.  Pastor Joyce said it will not 
only help the government but will give her a better way to stay connected to the volunteers.  By the 
way, our college student, Pastor Joyce, once again aced her finals at Law School.  We may soon 
have a local on the Supreme Court!!! 
 

Pictorial:  Thank you to everyone who had their picture taken this past June 15 and 16.  

And a big thank you to all the helpers.  The next appointments will be on Friday and Saturday, 

August 6
th

 and 7
th

. You can make an appointment at church on (July 4, July 11, July 18, July 

25, August 1). Weekday times are 2:30-8:40 PM. Saturday times are 10:00AM to 4:00 PM. You 

are important part of the Family of God at West Park United Church of Christ. Our Church 

Family Directory WILL NOT BE COMPLETE WITHOUT YOU.  Call Patti Jacko at home or 

use webmaster@westparkucc.org  if you want to sign up at another time besides Sunday         

morning. 
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It‟s time for Punch on the Porch! 

Thanks to all the groups and individuals who volunteered through 

the months of July and August! 
 

July 4 –  Friendship Guild 

July 11 –  C.A.R.E. and friends 

July 18 –  Mary Zimmerman & Lynne Rice 

July 25 –  Music Committee 

August 1 –  Wednesday Night Bible Study 

August 8 –  Board of Christian Education 

August 15 –  Board of Evangelism & Growth 

August 22 –  Board of Stewardship & Finance 

August 29 –  Board of Trustees 
 

 
  

Trash and Treasure Coming in September 2010 
  

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ άhƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǘǊŀǎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΦέ 
 

     Since we are having a combined July and August West Park O Gram, I am including all the information for 

the Sept.  sale. 

     Beginning on August 15
th

, merchandise for the sale can be brought to the church and stored on the stage in 

Bartter Hall.  If you come during the week, the back door is locked, so you must stop at the office and someone 

will open the door for you.  If you have boxes, try to stack them up at the back of the stage.   On Sundays we 

will have some young people to help carry in your items. 

     Jewelry, antiques, collectibles, household goods, glassware, linens, hand and garden tools, furniture, CDs 

and DVDs, books, games, etc are usually good sellers.  All items must be in GOOD USEABLE condition.  We 

will not be selling undergarments,  shoes, or ceiling light fixtures.  Clothing must be in clean, excellent 

condition.  “Fixer uppers” usually don‟t sell. 

     We will need your help with donations, set up, selling, customer assistance, and clean up.  Set up will be on 

Thurs., and Fri., Sept. 9
th

 & 10
th

.  A presale for members will be held on Sun., Sept. 12 following worship.  The 

sale will be held on Thurs. and Fri., Sept. 16
th

 and 17
th

, followed by clean up.  Sign up sheets will be in the late 

August and early Sept. bulletins and at the Sept. coffee hour.  Remember many hands make light work. 

    If you would like a signed receipt for the number of boxes or bags, this is available in the office.  With this 

form you must assign your own value for the IRS. (This is the type of receipt that is used by Goodwill, etc.) 

    If you have any questions or need to get your items out of the house before Aug. 15
th

, call Lynne or the 

church office.  If you need help getting your items to the church call Lynne or the church office.  We will be 

picking up the week of Sept. 5
th

.  Lynne (440-333-3605) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HUNTINGTON PLAYHOUSE – is presenting “The Music Man” as a benefit to the West Park 

Kiwanis on Thursday, July 29
th

 at 8:00 p.m.  The cost is donated.  See Willie Cunningham for 

tickets to this fun classic! 
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Progress Report From The Treasurer ï Operating Budget 
 

  2010 Annual Operating Budget       $265,493.00 

  Required Income Per Week                       $5,105.64 

  Avg. Rec‟d. Per Wk YTD 6/13                       $3,839.67 
 

  Required to date: thru.6/13                               $122,535.36 

  Received to date: thru.6/13                                $  92,152.08 
 

  Received from Contributions        $  70,605.37 

  Received from all other sources.        $  21,546.71 
 

Income through June 13 has resulted in a deficit of $ 30,383.28 under the budget requirements. At the current rate of 

income, an additional funds transfer from the Endowment Fund was required in May.  
 

To maintain cash flow, $50,000.00 has been transferred to the Operating Fund from the Endowment Fund to date. This 

amount is not included in the income shown on the report. 

 

PRAYER/PRAISE  AND  FOOD/FUN 

JUNE 20, 2010 
  

Father's Day was well celebrated by the many fathers at our Annual Picnic.  We had an excellent 
turnout and an abundance of delicious food.  It's a blessing that once a year we have our church 
service in this beautiful setting with so many of all ages participating together.  Pastor Craig united us 
in prayer and praise and the hymns resounded in the cabin.  
 

Then it was time for the buffet feast and the assortment of foods was mouth watering.  No one went 
away hungry because there were seconds for everyone.  We have many 5 star chefs in our church 
and they all cooked well and abundantly. 
  

Then came the fun part.  First the little ones went up to a table laden with special gifts for them and 
after serious deliberation they each made a selection.  The main drawing was then held with fabulous 
gifts to hand out.  Our vendors were generous with gift cards and other gifts of choice items.  Please 
remember the vendors when you go shopping.  In addition, James Finley and Darrin Myers, former 
members who moved to Virginia, were especially generous sending three $25. and one $50. Red 
Lobster gift cards and two $50. debit/credit cards that can be used anywhere.  James is a Vice 
President at Red Lobster and Darrin is a bank executive.  Following the drawings it was game time 
with Lisa, Rachel and Joe Gibson leading them. 
  

A special thanks to Elmer Rogers for selecting a date and funding the reservation for the picnic.  
Thanks too go to Patti & Ken Jacko, Mike Carter, George & Lois White, John, Lisa, Rachel, & Joe 
Gibson, Willie Cunningham and Jeff Dobransky for their donations and help.  To all of you who gave 
donations toward the expenses an extra thank you. 
  

Appreciation to you who helped set up early Sunday morning and to those who cleaned up when it 
was time to close.  Once again we were complimented on the spectacular clean-up job we always 
do.  Keep your picnic baskets handy because next year in June at the same time we'll be meeting 
and eating again at our annual picnic and we hope you'll be there.      Janet Gorman, Chairperson 
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JU LY - AUGUST  
BIRTHDAYS  

 

 

JULY 

4 Ruth Clements 

6 Rev. Larry Craig 

 Graham Armstrong 

 Alison Zmina 

 Sandy Zmina 

7 Robin Jessen 

 Marilyn Furry 

8 Noah Milstead 

 Dan Stryffeler 

9 Fern Vogt 

12 Ellen Ellsworth 

14 Andy Sedlak 

15 Dave Ellsworth 

16 Carrie Durand 

 Bryan Hrehocik 

18 Clara Strodtbeck 

 Mary Zimmerman 

19 Rebecca McFadden 

 Kyra Briceland 

21 Eric Jessen 

24 Jacob Bonsell 

 Beth Gibson 

27 Mollie McIvor 

28 Rebecca Borrelli 

 Jeffrey Kantura 

29 Joan Banak 

 Georgiana Richards 

 

AUGUST 

 2 Emily Lamb 

 3 Jean Hannah 

 Zachary Milstead 

 Sarah Griffin 

 5 Peter Szabo 

 6 Ann Rennette 

 8 Matthew Payne 

 Adeline Snell 

 Lauren Szabo 

 John Ittu 

 9 Don Norenberg 

 Betty Moreland 

10 Wanda Paulin 

 Diane Kragt 

13 Liz Hutchings 

15 Janie Phillips 

 Callie Thayer 

17 Lillian Drimmer 

20 William Beutel 

 Beverly Busch 

22 Marian Buttler 

 Jonathan Miller 

23 Lois Cole 

26 Sandee Vastag 

29 Patricia Bunnell 

30 Terry Hogan 

 Hallie Moreland 

 Kathy Rennette 

 Dick Rice 

 
(Donôt forget to use your Birthday Envelopes!) 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  of 40 Years or More  
 

Warren & Elaine Obert - 07-06-1968 
William & Shirley Berndsen - 07-17-1965 
Herb & Pauline Lamb - 07-25-1964 

Mary & Alex Szabo - 08-01-1953 
Barry & Barbara Barthelman 08-10-1963 
George & Lois White 08-18-1956 
Betty & Harmon Miller 08-24-1965 
Rev. Larry & Christina Craig - 08-30-1969 
Kathy & Robert Rennette - 08-30-1969 

 
Please ca ll the church office if you are ever omitted  or if your birthday  is incorrect .   

Also, if you have reached your 40 th  Wedding Anniversary, please let us know!  Thanks!  

 


